
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

The Speck in Our Eye 

 

     I am sure we are all familiar with that old ‘speck in the eye’ advice Jesus gives us in 

today’s gospel. I am sure we have heard it many, many times. In fact, we may have 

been made aware of it recently when someone pointed out to us that we were running 

at the mouth, criticizing someone else. We were told to clean up our act first. AND 

ONLY THEN might we become qualified to clean up somebody else’s activities. 

     Have you noticed parents are especially made aware of their own faults whenever 

they start correcting the faults of their children? Unless the children have been really 

controlled or are very sensitive to their parents’ feelings, they will be the very first to 

bring to their parents’ attention the faults these parents are guilty of. So, if you try to tell 

your children not to drink, smoke, take drugs or jump into bed with any Tom, Dick or 

Rosie, you had better listen to your own advice. Children see what their parents do. 

And they suspect a lot more than children did in ages past. Television has exposed all 

the weaknesses of the adult world. Everyone, without exception, has been made 

suspect…even Mother Teresa and Santa Claus. That makes the advice Jesus gives us all 

that more important. 

    “Why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye when you miss the plank in your 

own? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck from your 

eye’ yet fail to see the plank lodged in your own? You hypocrite, remove the plank 

lodged in your own eye first; then you will see clearly enough to remove the speck from 

your brother’s eye.” 

     You are all aware of the fact there are some of us in positions of honor and 

responsibility. These positions require us to advise and correct other people. 

Oops…pardon me a moment please. I think I feel something in my eye. 

 

*Inspired by Luke 6:39-42 


